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“The Billy .Washington Letters” 


154 [Washington., (Spurious).] Letters from 

General Washington, to several of his friends 

in... 1776. In which are set forth a fairer & 

fuller view of American politics, than ever yet 
transpired. . . . 8vo, new bds. Lond., 1777. 

$85.00 

First edition. (Rivington, Tory printer in New York, 


published an edition in 1778 while the city was in British 
hands.) 

The letters were claimed to have been found in a trunk 
Washington left in the care of his servant, Billy, after the 
evacuation of Fort Lee. ‘‘They were fabrications “ 
possibly founded on family letters of Washington ... but 
interlarded with opinions . . . at variance with his char- 
acter & conduct.’”? — Washington Irving. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


\ hq feveral of his FRIENDS ix the 
Year 1770, 


IN WHICH ARE SET FORTH 
A FAIRER and. FULLER VIE W o8 
A LIE ‘RICAN POLITICS 
THAN EVER YET TRANSPIRED, 


Or the: Pustic could be made acquainted with 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON, 


ap) HE public will naturally be inquifitive 
as to the authenticity of the following letters, 
For every thing elfe, they will fpeak for 
themfelves: and, for their genuinenefs, the 
Editor conceives himfelf concerned to give 
only fuch vouchers as he himfelf has received. 
By the laft pacquet he was favoured with a 
letter froma friend, now ferving in a loyal 
corps under Brigadier-general Delancey of 
New York, of which he here fubjoins a 
faithful extract. Pleafed with the commu- 
nication himfelf (and, as he is not afhamed 
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to add, inftructed by it) he could not be 


eafy to withhold it from the public at large : 


‘inafmuch as, in his judgment, it exhibits a 


fairer and fuller view of American politics, 


than the world has yet feen. 
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« Among the prifoners at Fort- 
Lee, I efpy’d a ‘Matis fellow, whom I 
thought I recollected, and who confirmed 
my conjecturés’ by gazing ‘very earneftly 


atme. Jafked him,ifheknew me. At 


“ firft, he was unwilling to own it; but, 


when he was about to be carried off, 


‘ thinking, I fuppofe, that I might, perhaps, 


be of fome fervice to him, he came and 
told me, that he was Billy, and the old 
fervant of General Wafhington. He had 
been left there on account of an indi{pofi- 
tion which prevented his attending his 
mafter. I afked him a great many quef- 
tions, as you may fuppofe ; but found very 
little fatisfaction in his anfwers. At laft, 
however, he told me that he had a {mall 
portmanteauof his mafter’s; of which, when 


c¢ he 


(739 
« he found that he muft be put into confine- 
‘ment, he intreated my care. It contained 
“only a few ftockings and fhirts; and I 
“ could fee nothing worth my care, -ex- 
“© cept an almanack, ‘in which he had kept 
“a fort of a journal, or diary of his pro- 
<< ceedings fince his firft coming to New- 
“York: there were alfo two letters from his 
“< Jady, one from Mr. Cuftis, and fome pretty 
“long ones from a Mr. Lund Wafhington. 
«© And in the fame bundle with them, the 
“¢ firft draughts, or foul copies, of an{wers to 
““them. I read thefe with avidity; and being 
‘‘ highly entertained with them, have fhewn 
“them to feveral of my friends, who all 
“¢ agree with me, that he is a very different 
‘« character from what they had fuppofed 
«him. J never knew a man fo much to 
“be pitied. If I remember right, you have 
“‘ feen, and have fome knowledge of hin; 
“‘ but, it is impoffible you could form fo jutt 
« an eftimate of him as thefe letters will give 
‘vou. They contain alfo, as you will find, 
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e¢ where elfe: I affure myfelf therefore, you 
«© will thank me for the trouble I have taken 
‘¢.in copying them for your perufal.” 


New-York, Fune 12, 1776. 


To Mr. Lund Wafhington, at Mount-Vernon, 
Fairfax County, Virginia: 


DEAR Lunp, 


AY ouca I wrote to you but a very few 
days ago, and have nothing new of much 
moment to communicate, I cannot deny 
mytfelf the comfort of unburthening my mind 
to you, whenever I have a little leifure, amid 
the thoufand anxieties and difquietudes that 
almoft diftra& me. I know the goodnefs of 
your heart, and that you will attend to me 
with indulgence and fympathy, though it be 
not in your power any otherwife to afford me 
relief. There cannot, in the nature of things, 
be a fituation fo truly irkfome to an ingenu- 


ous 
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us mind, as the being perpetually obliged to 
act a part foreign to our true feelings; yet 
this alas! as you know, is, and muft be, my 
lot. I wear a countenance dreffed in the 
calm ferenity of perfect confidence, whilft 
my heart is coroded with infinite apprehen- 
fions, and I have no bofom friend near me, 
to whom I dare to lay it open. Tell me 
Lund, for you have long been privy to my 
moft fecret. thoughts,—trufting to thy native 
candour, I have never hefitated to lay my 
heart bare and open to thy infpection; tell 
me then, am I, do you think, more fubject 
to fears than other men? For I will not con- 
ceal it from you, that, at this moment, I fee] 
mylelf avery coward. Do not miftake me; 
\—I thank my God I have never yet known 
what it was to fear for any perfonal danger 
that might befalme. Iam not afraid to die 
——why fhouid I? Iam afraid only to die with 
infamy and difgrace. And, if lam afraid {9 
to die, need I tell you that I am ten thoufand 
times more afraid to live, like Lucifer, a fall- 
en Angel, No, Lund, that were too much; 
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betide what will, Icannot, and I will not, 
{urvive either my misfortunes, or my dif- 
graces. Heaven, that knows my heart, knows 
how truly I love my country; and that I em- 
barked in this arduous enterprize on the 
overfhot our 


pureft motives. But, we have 


mark: we have grafped at things beyond 
our reach: 
and, I cannot with truth, fay that I 


am forry for it; becaufe Iam far from be- 


it is impoffible we fhould fuc- 
ceed 3 


ing ie that we deferve to fucceed. ‘That 
the Britith miniftry had meditated {chemes 
ra to the liberties of America; and that, 
d their firft efforts to im- 


if we had not oppofed 
on us, without our confent, we 
e bid adieu to every idea of confti- 
tutional fecurity hereafter Ihave not a doubt. 
Nay, I am fo thoroughly perfuaded of the 
unworthinefs of their defigns, and of the du- 
ty of every honeft American to oppofe them, 
that, disfatisied as 1 am with my fituation, 


were it to do over again, I would rather be 


‘even as I am than tamely crouch, whilft 


chains were faflening round my neck. For 


there 
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there 1s not, in my eftimation, fo vile a thing 
upon earth as a human being who, having 
once enjoyed liberty, can patiently bear to 
fee it taken from him. I would, and I will 
die ten thoufand deaths, rather than be this 
thing myfelf. On thefe principles, and 
thefe only, 1 firft took up arms: but my 
misfortune, and the true fource of all my un- 
eafinefs is, that though in. good policy, .as 
well as honour, thefe ought to-be the prin- 
ciples of every American, I have long ago 
difcovered, they are not. And it is on this 
account alone, that I dread ourdefeat. Our 
want of ikill, our want of ammunition, in 
fhort, our want of almoft every thing which 
an army ought to have, are all, no doubt, 
exceedingly againft us: but, they are all no- 
thing to our want of virtue.——Unufed to 
the many arts and devices, by which de- 
figning men carry their points, I unwillingly 
liftened to my own apprehenfions, when ear- 
ly in the firft Congrefs, I thought.I faw a 
tendency to meafures which I never could 


approve of. J reafoned myfelf, however, out 
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of my fears, with no ordinary reproach on my 
own meannefs, in having given way to fuf- 
picions, which could not be true, unlefs we 
had men amongft ourfelves more flagitions 
than even thofe we were oppofing. At 
Jeneth, however, when a continental army 
came to be voted for, my fears returned with 
redoubled force: for then, for the firft time, 
I clearly faw our aims reached farther than 
we cared to avow. It was carried with an 
unanimity that really aftonifhed me; be- 
caufe, I knew many who voted for it, were 
as averfe to the independency of America, as 
Iwas. And they even ridiculed me for my 
apprehenfions. on that account: and, indeed, 
when they fuggefted that Great Britain, fee- 
ing us apparently determined to rifque every 
thing rather than that they fhould tax us, 
would never think of engaging in acivil war 
with us, which muft neceffarily coft her 
more than even America could repay her, I 
could not but hope, that I was miftaken ; 
and that our military preparations might be 
a good political_movement. In one thing, 
how- 
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however; we ‘all agreed, that, as the forces 
were chiefly to be raifed in New-England, 
it would be extrernely rafh and imprudent 
in the fouthern delegates to leave them in 
the poffeffion of {o formidable a power with- 
out any check. I need not tell you, that it 
was this confideration which, if I am to be 
credited, forely againft my will, determined 
me to accept of the command of this army. 
We fet out with bad omens: I was miftruft= 
ful of them in every thing; and they were 
taught to look upon me with jealoufy. This 
foon manifefted itfelf in forming them to 
any thing like decent difcipline. But I have, 
long ago, peftered you more than enough 
with complaints on this head.—-I knew not, 
however, certainly, that ] had been appoint- 
ed to this high ftation only to be difgraced 
and ruined, till about the middle and latter 
end of laft February. When, contrary to my 
wifhes, I found it abfolutely neceflary that 
we fhould come to open. hoftilities againit 
our fellow-fubjects in the minifterial army : 


doubtlefs, common prudence required that 
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when we did attempt it, we fhould, if pot 
fible, do it fpeedily and effectually. And, 
having all the reafon in the world to believe 
that Jarge armies would be fent againft us 
early in the fummer, I refolved, coft what it 
would, to cut off thofe already here, which — 
would have given us fuch infinite advantages 
over any future reinforcements that might be 
fent. And this I believed was eafily-in our 
power; but, as I have already told you, no- 
thing is to be done with our New-England 
allies, unlets they are let into all your fe- 
crets. I could not advance a ftep without 
communicating my intentions to the gentle: 
men in the civil department; a thing even 
ruinous in war. It foon got wind, as I had 
forefeen ; and it appeared, that the General 
of the enemy was apprized of my defign. 
Still, however, I perfevered in my purpofes ; 
which, in fpite of all his care and caution, I 
was confident muft fucceed, and reduce him 
to the’utmoft extremity. But (as every mi- 
litary man muft know) fo eapital a blow was 
not to be ftruck without the lofs both of 
many 


( ar) 


many men, and much property! For my 
defign was, if they would hot furrender by 
an honourable capitulation to burn the town 
about their ears, and fo ruth in, and cut 
them off in their attempts to efcape to the 
fhips.. And this, with our fuperiority of 
numbers, we certainly could have effected ; 
though, no doubt, it would have been a 
bloody bufinefs, if they had not furrendered, 
as I think they would. But when, as I 
was obliged, I laid this before the Council 
and Reprefentatives, they not only found a 
thoufand objections to it, but abfolutely re- 
{trained me; and I could not have got a 
man that would have gone on what they 
called fo defperate a fcheme. Hence was I 
under a neceflity of proceeding in that poor, 
flow, and unfoldier-like manner, which not 
only gave them an opportunity to efcape, but 
has taught them to defpife us. There is no 
forming an idea of the importance of fuch 
a ftroke at that juncture. If any thing upon 
earth could have made America indepen- 
dent and glorious, that was the golden oppor- 
tunity. 
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tunity. I confefs to you, Ihad worked my, 
imagination up to fuch a pitch of high expec- 
tation, that my difappointment has difpirited 
me in a manner I neyer can recover. » For, 
from that moment, I have de{paired of our 
ever doing any thing truly great. Any little 
gleams of fuccefs, or fairer profpects we have 
fince had, ferve but to make our inferiority 
the more confpicuous. For what incidents can 
fall out to agerandize us, who can be made 
great only by great and {pirited efforts, when 
we have fhewn that we wanted both the un= 
derftanding and the virtue to purchafe to our- 
felves immortal glory on better and cheaper 
terms than ever we can hope hereafter to have 
it? But, the worft remains yet tobe told. Some 
of thofe very men who were the moft fors 
ward to thwart mein this meafure, had difco- 
vered a very different way of thinking on 
other occafions: and, I am perfuaded that 
were the queftion put to them now, as to 
this city, and the fouthern regiments, I fhould 
not hear of a diffentient voice. But, let me 
{pare you. | ONE Ties 

After 
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After all this,’ you will again, I doubt not, 
as you often have, afk me, why I con- 
tinue in a fituation fo difagreeable to me? I 
wifh you had forborne this queftion, the 
truth being, that I neither am able, nor very 
willing to anfwer it. My refolution to hold 
it out as long as J can is ditated by my feel- 
ings, which I can neither defcribe to- you, 
nor wholly juftify on paper ; but which, how- 
ever, I find it impoffible for me to difregard.—= 
The eyes of all America, perhaps, of Eu- 
rope, of the world, are fixed on me. It 
has been our policy, (and, at the time, I 
thought it well founded) to hold out falfe 
lights to the world. There are not an hun- 
dred men in America that know our true 
fituation; three-fourths of the Congrefs it- 
felf are ignorant of it ;-—yourfelf. excepted, 
there lives not a man at all acquainted with 
my peculiar circumftances. The world looks 
upon us as in poffeffion of an army all ani- 
mated with the pure flame of liberty, and 
determined to die rather than not be free. It 
is in pofleflion of proofs, that it is fo, un- 
| der 
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der. my own hand: I have always fo fpoken 
of it, and I ftilldo. But, you know how 
remote, in my judgment, all this is from 
the truth; though I amy not fure that there 
is another man in the army, befides myfelf, 
that thinks fo. I fhould guefs, however, 
that there are many. . But, tied up as my 
own mouth is, it is little to be wondered at 
that theirs are fo too, at leaft to me. 


Thus circumftanced, can you point 
out away in which it. is poffible for me to 
refign, juft now as it were, on the eve: of 
action, without the imputation of cowar- 
dice? There is no fuch way. Befides, diffi- 
dent and defponding as I am, how do I 
know, that it is not fo with thofe we have 
to oppofe ? they certainly have reafon.. The 
events of war depend on a thoufand minutiz; 
without the ken .of a mere by-ftander. I 
know not that the commander of the armies 
of the low-countries, could his heart have 
been read as you do mine, had not the fame 
fears, and the fame. caufes for them that I 
have. 
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have. You learn not this from the hiftory ; 
nor was it to be expected you fhould. Yet, 


he fucceeded at laft. And, who Knows, what 
an over-ruling providence, who often brifigs a- 


ty ) 


bout the greateft revolutions by the moft un- 


likely means, may intend for America ? If it 
‘be the will of God, that America fhould be 
independent of Great Britian, and that this 
be the feafon for it, even I and thefe un- 
hopeful men around me may not be thought 
unworthy inftruments in his hands. And, 
fhould we fucceed, we are heroes, and im- 
mortalifed beyond even thofe of former times. 
Whereas difgrace only, and intolerable in- 
famy await our retreat. In this purfuafion, 
I refolve to go on, contented, with the glo- 
rious King William, to fave my country, or 
die in the laft ditch; 


Lam, my Dear Lund, 
Your Faithful Friend and Servant. 


G.W. 
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To ‘fohn Parke Cuftis, Efq. at the Hon: 
Benedié# Calvert's, Efg. Mount-Airy, 
Maryland. 


My Very Dear Jack, 


, OU have exceedingly obliged me by 
your letter which I received by yefterday’s 


poft. It difcovers an attention to the great 
affairs now catrying on, and an information 
concerning them, which I own to you I had 
not given you credit for. Your youth and in- 
experience pleaded your excufe : and though 
you gave me no opportunity to praife you 
for any active exertions, I paid you no: or- 
dinary compliments, in my own mind, for 
your modefty in forbearing to meddle -with 
things which it was no reproach to you to 
confefs, were out of your reach, Confider- 
ing your rank, fortune, and education, when- 
ever it is proper for you to come forward 
on 


C iy 2 

on the theatre, it muft not be any unde 
part that you a&. You are, therefore, cer- 
tainly, in the right to’ decline taking any 
part at all, till you are fit fora firft and 
leading character. And you have my full 


and perfect approbation of your refolution to 


perfift in your purpofe, for the prefent, not 
to accept of any rank, eithdr civil or mili- 
tary. I fee your anxiety, left the prefent 
opportunity for fignalizing your juft love for 
your country fhould, by your not unneceflary 
cautions, bé fuffered to fp by you, unim- 
proved. Your ardour is commendable s and 
far be it from me to difcouragé in you a 
fpirit F fo much love. But, whilft you re- 
tain thefe honourable principles, there is little 
danger of your wanting opportunities to call 
them forth into action. The momentous 
enterprize, in which your country is engaged 
is not to be accomplifhed in this, or that 
year.. If; in no longer a périod than the 
fiege of Troy, we bring all our mighty 
fchemes to bear, it will be the greateft work 
tliat ever. was perfected in fo little a time: 


by 
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You have fet your heart, you tell me, on @ 
military employment. This is the ufual 
bent of young men ; and,,as it was my own, 
it will be with an ill grace, that I reprehend 
itin you. But, with the experience I have 
had of it, I fhould be wanting in that love 
and efteem I owe you, fhould I hefitate to 
tell you that, as your father, there is not a 
profeffion you could have chofen in which 
I fhould not more cordially have concurred 
with you. Yet, I love arms; I am married 
to my {word, as well as to your moft amia- 
ble mother:. and, herein is my. witnels, 
that 1 am in earneft when I fay, death alone 
{hall divorce me from either. Iam not fo 
blindly devoted, however, to my profefiion, 
as not to fee by how frail.a tenure I hold the 
little reputation I have in it. As ‘a ftatef- 
man, as a fenator, it is in the general, fuf- 
ficient that you mean well, that you are care- 
ful to qualify yourfelf to forma right judg- 
ment of the true interefts of your country, 
and that, with ‘the honeft impartiality of a 
free man, you have ftill exerted your beft 


endeavours: 
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endeavours to promote thofe interefts. But, 
with a foldier, fuccefs alone is merit; and 
there is nothing that can atone for the want 
of it. The world is a worfe judge of mili- 
tary matters, than any other. It would a- 
{tonifh you, to find, on a minute comparifon, 
how very little difference there was in the 
fill and fpirit which guided Braddock and 
Wolfe in the laft actions of their lives. But, 
how different has been their fate !|—I think, 
I am not without fome talents for the line 
of life, which has fallen to my Jot. But, 
oppofed as I muft be by men, probably, of 
infinitely fuperior fkill, and encompaffed 
moreover with fuch hofts of other difficulties 
and difcouragements as I am, it is not mine 
to command fuccefs. And, when either my 
cotemporaries, or future hiftorians, fhall fit 
in judgment on my condua, if, haply, ill 
fortune fhould overtake me, fecing our mif- 
carriages only, and having neither curiofity 
nor ability to inveftigate the thoufand canfes 
which led to them, am I not too wel! ware 
ranted in concluding, that they will be at- 
| tributed 
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tributed to.mif-management? Have J not 
then reafon. to with that your choice had 
allen on the. quieter but not lefs important 
calling of a private. gentleman ; in which, 
as.a fenator, you might.have given proof. of 
your abilities, in a, way, in) which fortune 
id not have -had fo great a fhare?. But, 
Poste et all this, and if after all, you 
be irrevocably determined to try your fortune 
in the field, and you can gain your, mother’s 
and your wife's confent, I here give it you 
under my hand, that you {hall not want 
mine. Mot certainly there cannot be 
a more honourable employment: .and if 
( which heaven avert!) Fortune fhould de- 
clare againft you, my confolation will ‘be 
that, I can affure myéelf, you will deferve 
to be testinal I will, on the opening of 
the next campaign, procure you an‘ appoint- 
ment to the command of a regiment, either 
bere,. or inthe fouthern wing. And, if my 
opinion may have any weight with you, you 
will, for many-reafons, prefer the being fta- 
tioned in {ome of the fouthern flates, There 
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is no fear of its being an inactive tation. 
have little expectation that this year’ will 
elofe with aught confiderably: decifive on 
either fide: and, if our enemies be able to 
hold out another campaign, it is moft like- 
ly, their policy will be, by means of their 
naval fu periority, to carry on a kind of in- 
curfive war, by making unexpected defcents 
in different and diftant places. Mean while, 
permit me to prefs you to perfevere in your 
attention to military matters. ‘The manual 
exercife, which you were fo juftly diligent 
to learn, whilft I was with you, 1s but the 
A, B, C, of your profeffion. Neither will 
you profit fo much as you might reafonably 
expedt, from the fiudy of thofe authors, 
who have written profeffedly on the art of 
war. This is like the learning the game 
of Whift by reading Hoyle. I have been 
witnels to the mifchievous effects of it. A 
man, book-learned only, does very well in 
the {till fcenes of marchings and encamp- 
ments. But when, in the various buftles of 
aétual war, a caufe arifes, as muft often be 
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the cafe, not defcribed in his books, he is 
utterly at a lofs. I would not, however, 


have you to underftand me as if I meant to 
difcourage. your reading thefe books at all: 
fo far from it, I would have you read them 
very often, and make yourfelf acquainted 
with the fubje¢t, as much as you can, in 
theory. My caution meant only to guard 
you againft placing too much reliance on 
them. Their beft commentators, next to 
your own experience, will be the hiftorians 
of Greece and Rome; which it is your hap- 
pinefs to be able to read in the originals. But, 
the main and moft effential qualification is 
an high fenfe of honour, an elevation of fen- 
timent, and acertain dignified ftile of be- 
haviour, that diftinguifhes, or fhould dif- 
tinguifh, a foldier from every other man. It 
is a fhame indeed, if he who undertakes to 
command others, has not firft learned to com- 
mand himfelf: I will not endure any thing 
mean or fordid either in your principles, or 
your manners; having determined, if it were 


ne, to be as firiét and rigorous in 
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thefe particulars, as were’the knights of old, 
when a candiate‘was to be invefted with the 
orders of chivalry. I cannot diflociate the 
ideas between a foldier and a gentleman’: and 
however common it may be to give that laft 
appellation to perfons of every. ftation and 
every character, it yet conveys to me an idea 
of worths which I want words to exprefs. i 
am not folicitous to pay you compliments, 
even ‘by implication ; but, I may certainly 
be permitted to fay, that if 1 had not known 
you to be a gentleman, you never fhould 


have had my confent to your becoming a 
foldier. 


Your obfervations on this important con- 
teft are juft and accurate, and difcover a 
reach of thought, and a penetration beyond 
what I had expected of you. What you fay 
on the fubjec of independency is perfectly ju- 
dicious, and, no doubr, highly worthy of 
all our’ moft fericus confideration. Yet, I 
have a prefentiment, that it will take place, 
and {peedily, Open and unreferved as my 
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ééndu&, towards you has:eyer been, I have 
no reluctance. to confefs..to you, that the 
mieafure is diametrically oppofite to my judg 
ment: for, I have not yet defpaired of an 
honourable reconciliation ; and whil@ I can 
entertain but an hope of that, both intereft 
and inclination lead me to prefer it to every 
thing elfe upon earth. Human affairs are 
adly ordered: to obtain what you moft 
with for, you muft often make ufe of means 
you the leaft approve of. As in bargaining, 
to obfain a fair and equat price, you,rmutt free 
quently afk more than you wifh to take. I 
do not really with for independence : I hope 
there are few who do: but, I have never 
heard: the reafonings of thofe, who have 
proved that, if we did not declare for it, we 
fhould fail to obtain the conftitutional fabor- 
dination to which we are entitled, fairly re- 
futed. I would not have you, therefore; 
haftily conclude that if, in this ftruggle, we 
fall fhort of every thing we have claimed; 
we are worfted: perhaps, the very worft 
thing that could befal us, is that we fhould 
gain’ 


( 35 4 
gain all. Ido affiire you that; in my opis 
nion, the next misfortune te that of being 
thruft from: our juft rank in the order of 
freemen, would be the giving us up, -and 
leaving us to’ ourfelves. But, _ this Great 
Britain ‘will never do, voluntarily: for, if 
even fhe does, whatever may become of us, 
from that moment, the may date the coms 
mencement of her own downfall; 


T ath exceedingly happy in the becoming 
moderation which you obferve and endeavout 
to introduce towards the unhappy meh whofe 

political creeds differ. from ours. But for this 
blot in her {cutcheon, thrown on Her by too 

many of her rafh and unworthy advocates, 

by a contrary conduét, this effort of America 

would have done her honour, even. thouzh 

fhe had failed. I am fhockedat the In- 

ftances of intolerance I daily hear of, and 

have no power to prevent. But, like the 
other evils of war, it is a calamity that una- 
voidably grows out of fuch a convulfion : and 
one might as well hope to ftem the fury of? 
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a torrent, as to give, laws to an ‘enraged 


people. Jt is, however, the duty of every 
true friend :to liberty, by every gentle and 
conciliatory means in his power,” to reftrain 
it. And, I am happy to find this fentiment 
daily becoming more general amongft us. All 
things confidered, I cannot but think it neta 
little to our honour that things have-not been 
carried to a ftill greater height in this way. 


Remember me affectionately to ‘Nelly ; 
and tell her, that though I fhould be: moft 
happy to fee her, I may not hope for that 
happinefs. {peedily : .as. the din.-of arms, 0 
imagine, would be but unpleafing entertain- 
ment to her; and I have little profpect of 
any leifure, at leaft, before we go into-winter 
quarters. I hope Mr. Calvert,: and all the 
family are well : I-beg to ‘be remembered :to 
them. | will write to your mother inca few 
days.. You are very good in leaving-her alone’ 
as.little as may be.. -Continueto write to me 
frequently, freely, and fully: the hearing 
of my deareft friends and family’s welfare 
being 
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being the only true happinefs I have any 
chance to enjoy amidft the ts ii ay 9 
in which T live. — 


I am, my Deer “ee ) 
Your very affettionate Friend and Father, 
Geo: Wafbington. 


Sune 24th, 1776, E 
To the Hon. Lady Wafbington, &c. : 


My Dearest Lire anv Love, 


You have hurt me, I know not how 
much, by the infinuation in your ‘aft, that 
my letters to you have lately been lef fre- 
quent, becauife I-have fele lefs concern for 
you. The fufpicion is moft unjuft 3—may I 
not add; it is moft unkind ? Have we lived, 
now almoft a fcore of: years, in the clofeft 
and deareft conjugal intimacy to fo little pure 
pols that, on an appearance only of inatten- 
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tion to you, and which you might | have ac= 
counted for in a thoufand ways more natural 
and more probable, you fhould pitch upon 
that fingle motive which alone is injurious to 
me? I have not, Iown, wrote fo often to 
you as I withed, and asI ought. But think 
of my fituation, and then afk your heart, if I 
be without excufe. We are not, my deareft, 
in circumflances the moft favourable to 
our happinefs; but let us not, I befeech 
you, idly make-them worfe, by indulging 
fufpicions and apprehenfions which minds in 
diftrefs are but too apt to give wayto. I 
never was, as you have often told me, even 
in my better and more difengaged days, fo, 
attentive to the little punétilios of friendthip, 
as, it may be, became me: but, my heart 
tells me, there never was a moment in my 
life, fince I firft knew you, in which it did 
not Cleave and cling to you with the warmeft 
affection : and uit muft ceafe to. beat, ere it 
can ceafe to wifh for your happinefs, above 
any thing on earth. 


( 2g J 


i congratulate: you:moft cordially»on the 
fair profpect. of recovery’ of your amiable 
daughter-in-law ;. nor'can’ I wonder, that 
this fecond Jofs of a little oné fhould affect 
you, I fear the fatigues-of the journey, and 
the perpetual agitations of a camp, were too 
much for her. . They are, however, both 
young and healthy ; fo that there can be little 
doubt of their foon repairing the lofs. 


And now will my deareft love permit me, 
a lite more earneftly than I have’ ever yet 
done, to prefs you to confent to that fo ne- 
ceflary, {fo fafe and fo eafy, though fo dread- 
ed a thing—the being inoculated? It was al- 
ways advifeable; but at this juncture it 
{feems to be almoft abfolutely neceflary. J 
am far from fure, that that reftlefs madman, 
our quondam governor, from the mere luft 
of doing mifchief,. will not foon betake him- 
felf to the Carrying ona predatory war in our 
rivers, And as Potomac will certainly be 
thought moft favourable for his purpofes, as 
affording him {cope to keep without the reach 
of 
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of annoyance. Ihave little reafon to fatter 
myfelf that it would not be: particularly plea 
ing to hin, tovent his {pite at my houfe: Let 
him; it'would affect me only as it might 
affect. you; and, for this reafon, “among 
others, I with you out of his reachs> | Yee 
I think T-would not have you quit your 
houfe; prefeffedly, from an apprehenfion of a 
vifit from hirh. An appearance of fedrful- 
nefs and timidity, even in a woman of my 
family, might have a badveffect; but} I muft 
be fomethitie more of lefs than man, ‘not to 
with you duf of the way of a danger, which; 
to fay the leaft, muft bé difagreeable to you, 
and could do good'to no one. © Alf this ‘makes’ 
for your going to Philadelphia, @ place of per= 
fect fecntity; and it would almoft be worth 
whilé fo be inoculated, if it were only for 
the fait pretence it furnifhes you with of 
qiiitting Vitginia, at a tinie when Fcould not’ 
bot be éxéeedingly uneafy at your remaining 
if it. But ¥ flatter myfelf any further argu-" 
rents will’ Be uhneceflary, when I fhall add,’ 
a8 Pnow do, that till you have-had the {mall-" 
pox 


( 


pox, anxionfly as ee I thepld with forit, I 
never can think of confenting to,your paffing 
the winter here in quarters with me. 


T would have Lund Wathington immedi- 
ately remove all the unmarried: and fufpici+ 
ous of theflaves, tothe quarters in Fredericks 
The harvefting muft be got in by -hirelings. 
Let him not keep any large ftack of grain 
' trod out, efpecially at the mill, or within the 
reach of water carriage: and. in particular, 
let. as little asmay be, be left at Clifton’s 


quarters. It will not be:too late, even inthe _ 


firft. week of July, to fow the additional fup- 
ply of hemp and flax:feed, which Mr. Mit- 
flin has procured for me in Philadelphia ; and 
which I hope will be with you’ before this 


letter. For obvious reafons, you will ‘not fow: 
iton the ifland, nor by the water fide: “But. 
hope you will have a. good account of your | 


crop on the Ohio. If Bridgey continues re- 
fractory and riotous, though I know you can 
ill {pare him, let him by all meanstbe fence 
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‘off, asI hope Jack Cuftis’s boy Joe already 
is, for his faucinefs, at Cambridge. 


My attention is this moment called off to 
the difcovery, or pretended difcovery, of a 
moft wild and daring plot. It is impoffible, 
as yet, to develope the myftery in which it 
either is, or is fuppofed to be involyed. ‘Thus 
much only I can find out with certainty, that 
it will be a fine field for a war of lies on both 
fides. No doubt it will makea good deal of 
noifein rhe country; and there are who think 
it ufeful to have the minds of the people kept 
conftantly on the fret by rumors of this fort. 
For my part, I who am faid to be the object 
principally aimed at in it, find myfelf per- 
featly at my eafe; and I have mentioned it’ 
te you only from an apprehenfion that, hear- 
ing it from others and not. from me, you 
might imagine I was in the midft of danger 
that I knew not of. 


The perpetual folicitudé of your poor 


heart about me, is certainly highly flattering 
to 


e397. 


to me; yet I fhould be happy to be able to 
quiet your fears. Why do you complain of 
my referve ? Or, how could you imagine that 
I diftrufted either your prudence or your fide- 
lity? I have the higheft opinion of them 
both. But why fhould I teaze you with 
tedious details of fchemes and views which 
are perpetually varying ; and which there- 
fore might, not improbably miflead, where 
J] meant to inform you? Suffice it that I 
fay, what I have often before told you, that, 
as far as I have the controul of them, all 
our preparations of war aim only at peace. 
Neither do I, at this moment, fee the leaft 
likelihood of there being any confiderable 
military operations this feafon; and, if not 
in this feafon, certainly in no other. Itis 
impoffible to fuppofe that, in the leifure and 
quiet of winter quarters, men will not have 
the virtue to liften to the dictates of plain 
common fenfe and fobér reafon. The only 
true intereft of both fides is reconciliation ; 
nor can there be a point in the world clearer, 
than that both fides muft be lofers by war, 
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manner which even peace will not foon 
- We mutt, at laft, agree, and 


o 


compentate 


be friends; for we cannot live without them, 
and a by- 
{tander might we | be puzzied to find out, 


g} 


and they ge not without us 


why as a terms cannot be given and 
taken now, as when we fhall have well nigh 
ruined each other by the mutual madnefs of 
cutting one another's throats. For all thefe 
reafons, which cannot but be as obvious to 
the Englifh commifiioners, and ours, as 


they are to me, I am at a lofs to imagine 


how any thing can arife to obftruct a nego- 
a 


® ° Wad e 
Ciation, and, o pacihication. 


You, who know my heart, know that there 
is not a wifh nearer to it than this is; but I 
am prepared for every event, one eae ex- 
cepted——I mean a di 
ther than that, let me, aoe it e with 


the lofs of every thing elfe I hold dear, con- 


tinue this horrid trade, and, by the moft un- 
likely means, be the unworthy.inftrument of 


cr 


preferving political fecurl ty and hapy ninefs to 
them, as well as to ourfelves,—Pity this can- 


not 
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not be accomplifhed, without fixing on me 
that fad name, Rebel. I love my King; 
you know I do: a foldier, a good man can- 
not but love him. How peculiarly hard then 
is our fortune to be deémed traitors to fo 
good a King! But, Iam not without hopes, 


that even he will yet fee caufe todo me juf- » 


tice: pofterity, Tam fure, will. Mean while, 
I comfort myfelf with the reflection that this 
has been the fate of the beft and bravett 
men, even of the Barcns who obtained Mag- 
na Charta, whilft the difpute was depending. 
This, however, anxioufly as I with for it, 
it is not mine to command: I {ee my duty, 
that of ftanding up for the liberties of my 
country ; and whatever difficulties and difcou- 
ragements lic in my way, I dare not fhrink 
from it; and I rely on that Being, ‘who has 
not left to us the choice of duties, that, whilft 
I confcientioufly difcharge mine, I fhall not 
finally lofe my reward. If I really am not 
a bad man, I fhall not long be fo fet. down, 


~ Affure yourfelf, I will pay all poffible at- 
tention 
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tention to your recommendations. But happy 
as Iam in an opportunity of obliging you, 
even in the fmalleft things, take it not amifs, 
et I ufe the freedom with you to whifper 

n your ear, to be {paring of them. You 
| 10w Iam circumftanced: hardly the 
promotion of a ere ton is left to me, 
And, free and independent as I am, I refolve 
to remain fo. I owe the Congrefs no ob- 
ligations for any perfonal favours done to 
myfelf ; nor will I run in debt to them for 
favours to others. Befides, I am mortified 
to have to afk of them, what, in found poli- 
cy (if other motives had been wanting) they 
ought to have granted to me, unafked. I 
cannot defcribe to you the inconveniencies 
this army fuffers for want of this confequence 
being given to its commander in chief. But, 
as thefe might be increafed, were my peculiar 
fituation in this refpect generally known, I 
forbear; only enjoining you a cautious filence 
on this head—In a regular army, our Vir- 
ginia young men, would certainly, in gene- 
ral, make the beft officers ;. but I regret that 
they 


to ) 
they have not now put itin my power juftly 
to pay them this compliment. They diflike 
their northern allies; and this diflike is the 
fource of infinite mifchiefs and vexations to 
me. Inthe many difputes and quarrels of 
this fort which we have had, one thing has 
particularly ftruck me. My countrymen are 
not inferior in underftanding; and ate cer- 
tainly fuperior in that diftinguifhed {pirit, and 
high fenfe of honour which fhould form the 
character of an officer. Yet, fomehow or 
other, it for ever happens, that, in every al- 
tercation, they are proved to be in the wrong; 
and they expect of me attentions and partia- 
lities which it is not in my power to fhew 
them. 


Let me rely that your anfwer to this will 
be dated in Philadelphia. If I am not very 
bufily engaged, (which, I hope, may not be 
the cafe) perhaps I may find ways and means 
to pay you a vifit of a day ortwo; but this I 
rather hint as what I with, than what I dare 
bid you expe. If you ftill think the frag- 
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ments of the fet of greys I bought. of 
Lord Bottetourt unequal to the journey, let 
Lund Wafhington fell them, fingly, or other- 
wife as he can to the beft advantage, and pur- 
chafe a new fet of bays. I could, as you 
defire, get them here, and perhaps on better 


} 


terms ; but, ) nave da notion, whether well 
or ill founded: 1 know not, that: they never 


Tia ettiaral luda neta oy tak ‘ 
anfwer well in Virginia. I beg to be affec- 


tionately remembered to all our friends ‘and 


relations; and that you will continue to be- 


rf 


Your moft faithful and tender Husband. 
G. W. 


New-York, Fuly the 16th, 1776. 


To Mr. Lund Wafbington, at Mount-Vernen, 


Fairfax County, Virginia. 


Dear Lunn, 


We are {till going on with all imagi- 


nable brifknefs and {uccefs with our works, 
which, I think are already impregnable. It 
would 


Tae. 


would really aftonith you to fee the progrefs 
we have made. I do. not believe that all 
hiftory can furnifh a precedent of fo much 
being done in fo little time, or, in fo mafterly 
a manner where you had fo little right to 
look for confummate skill. If, in every thing 
elfe, we could but come up to our exertions 
in thefe fortifications,, I. fhould hardly know 
how to doubt the judgment of thofe who 
think that we may bid defiance to the world. 
But, I know not how it is, lam diffdent of 
every thing. Whillt almoft every body elfe 
feem to have perfuaded. themfelves that we 
have nothing to fear, [ alone torment my- 
felf with thinking that every thing is againft 
fr 


us. oven 


om thefe very works, which have 
infpired us with fuch confidence, I antici- 


pate only misfortune and difgrace. By this 


time, the die is caft, and America is autho- 


ritatively declared to be free and independent. 
And, unlefs we can be contented to appear 
ridiculous in the eyes of all the world, we 
mufl refolve to fupport this declaration by a 


fuitable conduct ; 


we muft ight our way 
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to freedom and independency; for; in no 
other way, fhall we be permitted to obtain 
it, farther than in words: 
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A war, therefore, and a moft ferious one, 
is now inevitable. Next to good finances, 
which it 1s hot my province to provide for, 
a good army is, doubtlefs, a main requifite to 
the carrying on of a fuccefsful war. Anda 
good army is, by no means, fecured, as fome 
feem to reckon, by fecuring a large number 
of men. We want foldiers; and between 
efe, and raw, undifciplined men, there is 
a wide difference. The queftion then is, 


-fe raw and undifc ciplined men fo 


OQ 


) cia. Brae = a rand At aoe "4 tre 
be formed into good foidiers ae I am free 
fo give it as my opinion, that fo far from 
© / 
contributing to this, will Pe holds, forti- 
wer priory > aes | Se aa 
fied pofts, and deep entrenchments be found 
i > rf > 
that they will have a direct contrary: effect. 
mS | See 2 "Ea kytk= a rr = +t 
To be a foldier is to be inured to; and fami- 
o look your enemy 
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In fhe face, untheltéred ana expoied to their 


, 


with undiminithed fpirit. The Indian maxim 
is, that it is equally your duty to take care 
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of yourfelf, and to annoy your enemy. To 
a general, this may not be an unufual cau- 
tion; but I will venture to affert, that when- 
ever a private centinel allows himfelf to act 
on this principle, the odds are, that, in the 
moment of trial, in his exceeding {olicitude 
not to forget the former, the latter will be 
but little attended to. Now, what Iafk, are 
all thefe mighty ditches and breaft-works, but 
fo many leflons and admonitions to our men of 
what prodigious importance it is to take care 
of themfelves ? It would almoft be worth our 
while to be-defeated, if it were only to train. 
us to ftand fire, and to bear a reverfe of for- 
tune with a decent magnanimity. If it had 
not been for this ill-judged humour of fight- 
ing from behind a fcreen, the rgth of April, 
and 17th of June laft year, might have been 
the happieft days America ever faw. All 
thefe things have I, again and again, reprefent- 
ed to my matters; 1am afhamed to fay, to how 
little purpofe. ‘They return me anfwers and 
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inftructions; which, though F cannot refute, 
have not yet convinced what I would call 
the feelings of my own mind. 


This day week, the enemy’s fleet was firft 
defcried off Sandy-hook. They have been 
employed, fince then, in debarking their troops 
on Staten-Ifland, where they are cantoned, 
as far as I ean judge, in a very uncompact 
and unguarded manner. I cannot exactly 
afcertain their number ; but, I have reafon to 
believe, that they fall fhort of 7ooo. It is 
more extraordjnary ftill, that I am not ableto 
inform you of the exaét number of forces un- 
der my own command: I fancy, however, we 
might bring into the field, at this place, dou- 
bic their number at a minute’s warning; and 
with this fuperiority of numbers, making all 
poffible allowances for our other difadvan- 
tages, one would hope we might be able to 
give a good account of them. You, who are 
fanguine in the extreme, and all impatience, 
will eagerly atk, why we fuffered them to land 
unmolefited, and to remain fo ever fince. What 
eX- 
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excellent expeditions your fire-fide Generals 
can inftantly plan and execute! But you forget 
that they are pofted on an ifiand, and that we 
have no way of coming at them unlefs they 
would lend us their fhips and boats, which I 
have not prefumed to afk of them. Aware; 
however, of the importance of falling on them, 
whilft there is a chance of doing it with fuc- 
cefs, and e’er they become a match for us by 
reinforcements, which they dailyexpedét, I have 
formed a fcheme, which, at leaft, is plaufible, 
and prormifes fair to be fuccefsful. I have 
fubmitted it to Congrefs; and every moment 
expect their anfwer; and, if they will but 
fupport me with alacrity, and in good ears 
neft, my next, I truft, will not be quite 
defponding. ‘I expect to be all ready to put 
my plan in execution on Tuefday, or; at far= 
theft, on Wednelday night: fo that, proba- 
bly, at the very moment you are reading 
this, we may be engaged ina very different 
fervice. You will, no doubt, be impatient 
to hear from me as foon as may be after 
Wednefday ; and I will not difappoint you. 
Mean 
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Meanwhile, I fhall not need to. tell /you, 
that end how it will, all that I freely chatter 
to you is to remain a profound fecret to eve- 


ry body elfe. 


Doétor, now Bregadier-general Mercer, 


is here, and is a great comfort to me. Like 
myfelf, he wants experience; but he is very 
fhrewd and fenfible, and, though a Scotf- 
man, is remarkably humane and liberal. I 
have communicated the whole of my defigns 
to him alone; and I am not afhamed to own 
that I have received much affiftance from 
him. I know not how it may turn. out; 
but though neither he nor I are very apt to 
be fanguine, we have both confeffed our- 
felves to be fo on this occafion. Animated, 
however, as I feel myfelf with the near 
profpeét of at length doing fomething, not 
unworthy the high rank to which I am raifed, 
I own to you I take ferious pleafure init, 
only as it flatters me with the hope of there- 
by obtaining a fpeedier and happier peace. 
Let us, fince war muft be our lot, diftin- 


guifh 
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guifh ourfelves as freemen fhould, in fields 
of blood: {till remembering, however, that 
we fight not for conqueft; but for liberty. 


I am with the true Ejteem, 
. Dear Lund, 
Your Faithful Friend and Servant. 


| | Fett Ort | Se 


New-York, Fuly 8, 1777. 
To Mr. Lund Wafbington, ce. | 
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DEAR Lunp, 


H OW cruelly are all my hopes in one 
fad moment, blafted and defiroyed! I am 
potitively ordered to wait for the enemy in 
our lines; and left I fhould be mad enough 
not to obey their mandates, not a fingle 
sittle of any thing I had afked for, is granted. 
: Thus 
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Thus has a fecond opportunity of rendering: 
my country an effential fervice, in the way 
of my profeffion, been. unwifely and in the 
moft mortifying manner denied me. I pro- 
fefs, I hardly know how to bear it: having 
to regret not only, that two opportunities, 
fuch as may never again occur, have been 
fuffered to pals by us unimproved : ‘but that 
none can happen, we can improve. Mana- 
ged as matters are, we neither are, nor ever 
fhall be,-a military people: and yet, in the 
train in which things are now put, unlefs 
we are, it were idiotifm to hope for either 


freedom or independence. 


1 remember well, in a converfation J once 
had with a friend, now, moft unjuftly as 
well as unwifely, driven from his friends and 
his home, on the fubject of monarchies and 
republicks, he objected to the unavoidable 
flownefs and dilatorinefs of the executive 
power in the latter. Aiming to anfwer him 
in his own way, I replied that, if popular 
councils were flow, they yet were fure, and 
that 


: oy } 


that 7 the multitude of counfellors there 1s 
fofety. His anfwer was propheiical. If ever 
(he faid) we of thefe countries fhould rathly 
put thefe things to the proof, It would be 
found, that, however true this adage might 
be in.the cabinet, it was not fo in the field. 
Convinced, by melancholy experience, that 
this is the cafe, and that, without fome dif 
_ ferent fyftem, we fhall but expofe ourfelves 
to contempt and ruin, I refolve this evening 
honeftly and openly to fay fo to the Congrefs, 
T will go farther, and add, that if they can- 
not, in fact, as well as in appearance, truft 
me with the uncontrolled.command of their 


army, I will no longer be their puppet. Why 


fhould I ;—it being now morally certain that 
by going on as we have hitherto done, I can 
neither bring honour not profit to them; and 


yet am fure to lofe all the little of cither 
which I either have, or might have, pof- 


fefled. 


I’ want words to exprefs to you what I 
have felt, and {till do fell on this difappoint- 


ment 
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ment of all my hopes: I had allowed my- 
felf to build too much on my fcheme; and f 
feem to be in the fituation of one who fhould 
be allowed to rife, on purpofe only to be 
thrown down. The enemy, in the midft 
of all our blufterings, muft defpife us ; and, 
did not fhame or fome better principle re- 
ftrain them, I fhould be but little furprized 
to find General Howe, even with his pre- 
fent little handful attacking us,—yes, attack- 
ing us in our entrenchments.—What fhall I 
do? to retreat is to entail on myfelf the 
curfes of every public man in my country; 
and to go on is certain ruin and difgrace. 
Were the world to know only my true hif- 
tory on this trying occafion, I perfuade myfelf, 
all the candid and confiderate in it would 
acquit me of blame. But this the world can 
know only by my refolving to tell a tale 
which, confidering the rank I now hold-in 
it, muft involve my country in fuch internal 
brotls and quarrels, as muft be fatal to the 
vlorious caufe in which we have embarked. 
And this, I troft, 1 fhall have the virtue 
never 
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never to do, be my private wrongs and fuf- 
ferings ever fo great. 


YT have finifhed my letter to the Congrefs, 
{poken in a 
they 


It was abfolutely ne- 


to whom I have, at length, 
more peremptory tone, than, .I fancy, 
have been ufed to. 
ceffary ;, and I fhould ill deferve their con- 
fidence if, through any miftaken complaifance 
ar diffidence, I hefitated to point out to them 
the mifchievious confequences of their inter- 


ference. I have alfo infifted on precife in- 


{tructions in what manner I am to conduct. 


myfelf towards the Britifh commiffioners, if 
ct over- 
_ Their 
anfwer will’have a great influence on all my 
-as I thall then know, (and 
furely it is time I fhould) on what ground I 
{tand. | 


meaiure, which Congrefs itfelf has juft taken, 


peradventure, as is probable, their fi 


tures fhould be made through me, 
future meafures ; 
The very decided and adventrous 


is big with the moft important confequéfices, 
not only to the community at large, but to 
every maninit. The temper and judgment 
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will watch them moft carefully. 


which they fhall now manifeft, on their firf 
avowed aflumption of the reins of govern- 
ment, will be indicative of what we may 
hereafter expect. Hoping for the beft, I yet 


"Tis all fearful expectation: every man I 
fee {eems to be employed in preparing him- 
felf for the momentous rencontre, which 
every man perfuades himfelf muft fhortly 
come on. There is an oftenfible eagerne{s 
and impetuofity amongft us, I could willingly 
have excufed: I fhould have been better 
pleafed with that fteady compofure which 
diftinguifhes veterans. One thing is in our 
favour: the .paffions of our foldiery are fel- 
dom {fuffered to fubfide ; being conftantly 
agitated by fome ftrange rumour or other. 
Happen what will, it can hardly be more ex- 
traordinary, than fome oné or other is per- 
petually prefaging. And, we have already 
performed fuch feats of valour, whilft we 
have no enemies to engage but fuch as our 
own imaginations manufacture for us, that 
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I cannot but hope we fhall do well, merely 
becaufe no one ever feems to entertain a fuf- 
picion that we fhall not, I can, as yet, give 
no guefs, where or when they will approach 
us: I conclude, however, that they will 


hardly ftir, till they are joined by all the 


men they expect. Defponding asI am, I 
with they were arrived; and that, at this 
moment, they were in a condition to attack 
us: they may gain by procraftination, but 
we are fure to lofe. 


I wrote to Mrs. Wafhington lately, and 
fhall again in a week or two, if I do not 
hear of her, ere that in Philadelphia. It 
has furprifed me that, after what I wrote, 
fhe fhould hefitate. I beg of you, if fhe be 
ftill fearful, to fecond my perfuafions by every 
means in yout power.  Expofed as fhe maft 
be to fo many interviews with people in the 
army, all of whom are in the way of the 
fmall-pox, I have the moft dreadful appre- 
Henfions on her account. I know not well 
hew the notion came into my head, but it is 
certain, 
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certain, I have, for feveral days, periuaded 
myfelf that fhe is already .inoculated ;,. and 
that out of tendernefs and delicacy, the, for- 
bears to inform me of ‘it, till fhe cansalfo in- 


form me fhe ts out of danger. 


I note fundry particulars in your letter, to 
which I am not folicitous to give you an{wets. 
Why, when you have fo often .afked.in vain, 
will you prefs. me for Congrefs-fecrets! 
Whatever your or my private fentiments or 
wifhes may be, it is fufficient for us that we 
know the higheft authority in our, country 
has declared it free.and independent. All 
that is left for us to'do is, as far as we can, 
to fupport this declaration, without too. curi- 
oufly enquiring into either its wifdom or its juf- 
tice. I firmly believe, that the advocates for this 
meafure meant well; and I pay them but 
an ordinary compliment in thinking that they 
were fitter to determine on a. point of this 
fort, than either you or Tare. At any rate; 
the world muft allow it to be a {pirited mea- 


{ure; 


C3 


fare ; and all I have to with - for is, that we 


may fupport it with a fuitable fpirit,. . . 
Iam, Dear Land, N , 
Yours mofi affectionately, 
G. W. 


Nl gata tonal Fuly 15; ‘ 17763. 
To Mr. Lund W afbington, Fei 


Dear Lunp, 


Last Friday, the Britifh fleet was feen 
off Staten-Jfland: they have®° fince been 
émployed, uninterrupted by us,’ in debark- 
ing their men, flores, &c. And as they mutt 
now, I thould imagine, ‘be pretty nearly as’ 
{trong as they expect to be this’ campaign, 
no doubt we fhall foon hear of their motions” 
I have good reafon to believe, their 'firft effay' 
will not: be on this, but on Lone-IMland ;" 
where, (injudicioufly I think) we alfovare, ot 
foon fhall be in’ force, Yet, if wedo but. 
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att our parts as become us, be the iffue as it 
may, we thall at leaft give them no pleafing 
earneft of what they have to. expect in the 
courfe of the war. But there is no relying 
on any plan that is to be executed by raw 


MCN. 


You have heard much of the powers with 
which commiffioners were to be invefted, 
for the purpofe of fettling this difpute, Like 
moft other things belonging to it, thefe too 
have made a much greater: figure in talk, 
than they do in fact. ‘There are but two 
conimiflioners,, the two Howes; and their 
powers are extremely vague and undefined. 
It is a pity, methinks, that Congrefs had not 
had better information on this fubject: if 
they had, it is to be prefumed, they would 
not have precipated the declaration for mde- 
pendency, fo as to preclude all poffibility, of 
negociation.. I may venture to whifper it in’ 
your ear, that this excepted, lL firmly believe, 
Anierica might have carried every other 
point: and certainly, there was a time, when 
this 


Sp 9 


this would"have been deemed a conqueft bes 
yond the warmeft wifhes of the warmeft 
American. Whether, in the prefent pof- 
ture of affairs, it {till be fo, is another que 
tion: I can anf{wer only for myfelf, that I 
would not even afk fo much.—Different men 
will judge differently with refpe& to this 
conduat, on the part of Great Britain; I 
own I am bewildered and puzzled to account 
for it. After fuch an aftonifhing expence as 
they have been at, and with fuch fair: prof 
pects as they have before them of being foon 
in a capacity to prefcribe their own terms, it 
certainly is extraordinary to find them con- 
defcending to be friends with us, on condi- 
tions as mortifying and degrading to them, as 
they are flattering to us. I can account for 
it but in one way; J really afcribe it to their 
magnanimity. It mutt be an unpleafing con- 
tefi to the nation: I fay the nation; for, 
however expedient it may be for us to have 
it called a minifterial war, no man, who 
thinks at all, and who knows any thing of 
the Englifh government, can imagine, that 

the 
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the miniftry could have moved a ftep tn it, if 
it had not been the fenfe of the nation. It 
muft, too, be a moft fruitlefs and unprofit- 
able war; fince every advantage they can 
eain, muft in fact be a lofs, as being gained 
over themfelves. No wonder, therefore; 
they have been flow and backward _ to enter 
into it; no wonder. they would be glad to be 
well rid of it, on almoft any terms. I have 
ever been of this opinion, and it was this per- 
fuafion alone that reconciled me to the mea- 
fure of taking up arms. I fee, however, the 
world around me viewing it in a different 
light: every conceflion that is made to us, 
they attribute to timidity only, and defpond- 
ency. Jown appearances make for this con- 
jeCture; and, no doubt, Congrefs will give 


id 


¢ * 
it its fanction. 


I have not adopted this opinion, that we 
might have peace with Great Britain, on 
terms which would, once, have been thought 
moft honourable, on flight grounds. Yef- 
terday, a letter was. brought ta me, making 

a 
overtures 
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overtures for a negociation, from Lord Howe 
—I had expected it; and had my inftruét- 
ions. It was addreffed, as I had forefeen, to 


me as In my private character only. On the ~ 


ground of independency, if we chofe to 
maintain it, this was not a mere matter of 
punctilio: it was the critical moment of 
trial, whether we would affert, or recede 
from, our pretenfions. Never did men fit 
in debate on a queftion of higher magnitude : 
and, when they had once determined to de- 
clare their country free, I fee not why they 
might not fupport this their declaration, by 
this as well as other means. A contrary 
conduct would certainly have indicated fome 
want of firmnefs. Yet, I confefs to you, I 
felt aukward on the occafion. The pundtilio 
feemed, and it could not but feem, to be 
my own: and as fuch it looked, methought, 
as though I were proud of my titles. Put 
yourfelf in my place; and fee me, longing 
as you know I do moft earneftly for peace, 
yet turning my back on a gentleman, whom 
had reafon to confider as the harbinger of 
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it, only becaufe he afked for Mr. and not 
General Wafbington. How often is it my lot 
to find it my indifpenfible duty to act a part 
contrary to both my own {fentiments and in- 
clinations! But, if I miftake not, it is in fuch 
a only, that, properly fpeaking, we 
manifeft our fortitude and magnanimity. 


I fhall aftonifh you, when Iinform you, 
that this firft rebuff abated not the ardour of 
the noble commiffioner. His deputy paid 
us a fecond vifit, and vouchfafed to honour 
me with the appellation of General, What 
name will you give to this condefcenfion ? I 
own it hurt me; and has well nigh led me 
into a train of thinking very different from all 
my former opinions. The gentleman, who 
brought the mefiage, is a Colonel Patterfon, 
Adjutant-general, and. a fenfible, well-in- 
formed man. He requefted to {peak to me 
alone; and I was glad he did. After the 
firft falutations, he told me the purport of 
the letter which had been refufed; and his 
errand now was to ask me to point out the 
| moft 


Crap 


tnoft eligible means of opening a negociation; 
for the purpofe of accommodating the un- 
happy difpute. I replied, that I knew of 
but one way; and that was, by application 
to Congrefs. He faid, the King’s commif- 
fioners would have no objection to treating 
with the members who compofed the Congrefs, 
provided only that they came with legal au- 
thority from the regular legiflatures of their 
re{pective countries. I anfwered, they, doubt- 
lefs, would come with {uch authority; as, 
indeed, they could come with noother. I 
evidently {aw his drift in the exception, as he 
did mine: and fo to put a ftop to all pof 
fibility of miftake ; he declared it impoffible 
for his mafters ever to acknowledge the Con- 
grefs, as fuch, a legal and conftitutional body 
of men; and as it feemed to be rather a 
pundtilio of pride, than of any real import- 
ance, he hoped it might be waved. I ftared: 
How, Sir; have you not already acknowledg- 
ed the powers of Congrefs, by acknowledging 
the honourable rank I hold, and which [ 
hold from them, and them only? That, 
faid 
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faid he, was the ¢Conceffion merely of polite- 
nefs ; and made for the purpofe only of gain 
ing accefs tome: and, he was. perfuaded, I 
was too fenfible a man to lay any ftrefs on 
fo mere a trifle. Ithanked him for his coms 
pliment, but affured him, that I meant to 
lay the moft ferious ftrefs on it. If he really 
had had that opinion of my underftanding 
which he was pleafed then to exprefs, he 
muft have fuppofed, that though a trifle in 
itfelf, it ceafed to be alter Thad madea 
point of it. Words could not have told him 
more ftrongly that our refolutions were to 


affert and maintain our independency. And, 
a 


Britain found themfelves either unable or un« 
willing to give up this, as a preliminary ar- 
ticle, ea, and he muft pardon me for fay- 
ing, that I could but think them very idly 
employed in foliciting an interview with me. 
On this, he prepared to take his leave; firft 
adding, with a degree of {harpnefs and ani- 
mation, that I own affected me. Sir, faid 
he, you are pleafed to be cavalier with me: 


I con- 
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T confider you.as as a well-meaning—T with 
I could fay, well-informed man; yet, lam 

mifiaken, if your head, as well as your heart, 
sae not, at this moment, diGate a very 
different language. There may be heroifin, 
for ought I know, in defperately refolving 
to go all lengths with the men with whom 
you have connected yourfelf; but it is mad= 
nefs: and you may be thankful if pofterity 
gives no worfe a narne to a man who has no 
judgment of his own. Wrong, Sir, your 
judgment no longer, We certainly have 
itooped as low as the proudeft wrong-head 
among you could afk us: but, if you really 
think, as you feem to affect to do, that we 
have made thefe overtures either from means 
ne{s, from a diftruft of our caufe, or our abi~ 
lity to make good our juft claims, you are 
out in all your reckoning. That the mean 
and narrow-minded leaders of your counfels 
may difleminate fuch opinions, in your un- 
happy country, Ican eafily fuppofe; but re= 
member, Sir, you, and your party, owe 
fome account to the world; and when the 


world 
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world fhall come to know your infatuated 
infolence in the inftance before us; as know 


it muft, think how you will excufe your- 


felves? I replied with no lefs warmth, nor, 


I truft, dignity. I was, indeed; {tung :. for, 


after once 


having owned me as a General, 


you mutt confefs there was fomething fingu- 


larly contemptuous in his prefuming thus to 


{chool me. 


A few perfonal civilities put an 


end to the conference: 


I have tranfmitted a faithful account of it 


to Congrefs ; but, as I can hardly fuppofe, 


they will judge it expedient-to make it pub- 
lic, I thought I owed to you, not wholly to 


difappoint your curiofity. You will not, how- 


ever, need 


me to caution you to be fecret, as 


well on this as. other things, which I write 


to you. 


One thing more I muft not omit to men- 


tion to you. In my conference with Colonel 


Patterfon, I thought I could difcover that it 


was intended I fhould ‘be imprefled with a 


pete 


Cn Gay ) 


perfuafion that the commiffioners thought 
not unfavourably of our pretenfions, as urged 
in the beginning of the difpute. This is to be 
accounted for. They are Whigs ; and,. if 
I am rightly informed, the General owes his 
feat in parliament to the intereft of the Dit 
fenters. But why approve of our firft pre- 
tenfions only? Surely, if we were then right, 
we are not now wrong: I mean as to what 
we have a right to, by the principles of the 
conftitution ; the expediency of our meafures 
is now out of the queftion. I cannot diffo- 
ciate the ideas between our having a right of 
refiftance in the cafe of taxation, and the fame 
right in the cafe of legiflating for us. You 
know I am no deep cafuift in political {pe= 
culations, but having happily been brought 
up in Revolution principles, I thought I trod: 
furely when I traced the footfteps of thofe 
venerable men. Wonderful! Thefe too are 
the principles of our opponents; fo that 
all our misfortune and fault is the having put 
in practice the very tenets which they pro- 


fefs to embrace, 


But, 


5. yh ARN end ae eu tbo ee MS 


PE gi ag ER gare EEE 


eo 


ae 


ae 


—— 
a 


re. 
= 


e3 Be oa 


( Gs ) 


But, I fhall exhauft yotr patience; which 
I fhould not do, forefecinge as Ido, that I 
fhall, hereafter, have occafion to put Jif to 
the trial. 


Lam, with the trueft regard, 
Dear Lund, 
Yours, Se: 


New-York, “fuly 22, 1776. 
To Mr. Lund Wafbington, Ge. 


L wis I could fay I thoroughly approved 
of all the new regulations in the new inftitu- 
tion of government in my native flate. It 
could, however, hardly have been expected 
that a reformation fo capital and comprehen- 
five fhould be perfect at firft: the wonder is, 
it is not ftill more exceptionable. My heart 
glows with unufual warmth when I advert, 
as 
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as J often do, to that pure and difinterefted 
ardour which muft have animated the bulk 
of my countrymen throughout the-whole of 
this controverfy. There may be exceptions 
amoneft us, and, no doubt, there are; but 
it is not fair to infer this from, our uncommon 
impetuofity and violence. This one would 
with reftrained, but, by no means, extirpa~ 
ted: for, is it not the natural effet of a high- 
ly agitated public fpirit; the mere effervef- 
cence of good principles thrown into a ftate 
of ftrong fermentation? And, furely, even pre- 
cipitancy is preferable to the {pirit-breaking 
cautions of chill defpondency. Yet, I am 
no advocate, in general, either for rafh mea- 
fures, or rafh men; but at fuch a conjuncture 
as this, men had need to be ftimulated by 
fome more active principle than cool and 
fober reafon. ‘They muft be enthufiafts, or 
they will continue to be flaves, 


I give this in anfwer to my friend Mr. Car- 
ter’s objections to the firft procedures of the 
new government. No doubt, Henry is, in 

K many 
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many refpects, the unfitteft man in the ftate 
for Governor of Virginia. He has no pro- 
perty, no learning, but little goo d fenfe, and 
{till lefs virtue, or public fpirit: but he is the 
idol of the people; and, as it is by their 
means only that you can hope to effect 
the grand fchemes which you have medita- 
ted, you muft humour them, and indulge 
them with their rattle. ‘They will foon tire 
of him; and the opportunity muft then be 


watched gently to lead them to.a_ better 


choice; for they may be led, though the 


cannot be driven. And-though it be, alas! 
oO 3 


se 5 & ra | attr ~ fy Been ip hyo) = > a 
but too true, that they often miftake their 
real interefts, Iam of opinion they never 


miftake them long. Sooner or later, they 
will judge and act from their fettled feelings ; 
and thefe I take it are generally founded in 
their fettled interefts. When great enter- 
prifes are to be performed, we may well dif- 
penfe with fome little errors in j 
when without that, we have, in its ftead, that, 
which, perhaps, we could not have with it; I 
mean, 


‘Gig } 


mean, that undifciplined ardour which is in- 
finitely better adapted to our purpoles, 


There cannot be a more ftriking inftance 
that the judgment of the people may, in ge- 
neral, be fafely trufted, in the long run, than 
is to be met with in Virginia. Very few 
countries have to boaft of more men of re- 


{pectable underftandings: I know of none 


that can produce a family, all of them dit- 
tinguifhed as clever men, like our Lees. 
They are all of them the very men one would 
with for to take the lead of a willing multi- 
tude: for, they are certainly, men of fhin- 
ing talents, and their talents are of that par- 
ticular kind which ufually render men popu- 
lar. No men were ever more fo, than the men 
10 queftion once were. It is Obvious, this.is 
no longer the cafe; and the reafon muft be 
that they are no longer worthy of it. With 


apse r 
{ 


their clevernefs, they are felfifh in the 
extreme. ‘The people, at length, have found 
this out; or, no doubt, R. H. Lee would 


have 
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have now been Governor, the grand object 
of all his aims. 

You would be mortified to hear the cri- 
ifms which are common here on Henry’s 
inauguration fpeech. It is, indeed, a poor and 
pitiful performance ; and yet I can believe, 
eat et off by his {mooth and oily delivery, 

t would appear clever when he {poke it. 
Why did he not afk Mr. Page to prepare it 
for him? There is not a man in America 
more capable, The Counfellors of State are 
certainly irreproachable, and will do honour 
to thofe who appointed them. I am parti- 
cularly pleafed with the fuccefs of my honeft 
brother-in-law, Bat. Rete ; and the 
pleafure is not leflened by the affurance he 
makes me, that my letters were ferviceable 
to him, there bein ig but few men whom I 
Jove more than Ido him. As you are foon 
to go down the country, you will fee him; 
and therefore {pare me the trouble of writing, 
particularly to him. My friends muft now 
be fo indulgent to me, as to wave the matter 


of 
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of compliment: I think myfelf happy, 
whenever I can write, as I fhould, on urgent 
bufinefs. You know, how ticklith my fitua- 
tion is: little as one would think, there is to 
be envied in it, I yet am envied. And 
though, in all good reafon, their fears fhould 
take a direct contrary courfe, there are who 
are for ever fuggefting fufpicions and jea- 
loufies of the army and its commander. My 
‘own heart afiures me, I mean them no ill: 
however, if I really have the influence and 
afcendency which they fuppofe, I will, for 
their fakes as well as my own, hereafter 
maintain it at fome little coft. A thoufand 
confiderations determine me to ftrain every 
nerve to prevent the army’s being under any 
other controul, whilft I live. Let a perfua- 
~fion of the neceffity of this, if occafion 
fhould arife, be feafonably urged in my native 
ftate : and, in the mean while, let fome more 
than ordinary pains be taken to make me po- 
pular. Their own honour and intereft are 
both concerned in my being fo. Shew this 
to Mr. Dandridge; and, as you both can en- 
ter 


g, even. from the moft.. 
can_ reft {atished, that you 


wil do every thin g I with you. 


We have lately had a general review; and 
Ihave much pleafure in informing you, that 
we de better annearance. and ¢ 
We ma Vw a VCC! c ppearanhce, an went 
through our exercifes more like foldiers, than 
I had expneéted. The Southern ftates are 
rafh and blameable in the socamnsas they 
generally form of their brethren of the four 


New-England ftates: I 
ro an 
5 


do ath ure you, with 

I} my partiality for my own countrymen, 
7 them, I cannot but 
confider them as the flower of the American 
army. They are a ftrong, vigorous, and 
hardy people, inured to labour and toil; 
which our people feldom are. And tho’ our 
hot and eager fpirits may, perhaps, fuit better 
in a fudden and bie enterprife; yet 
in the way in which wars are now carried on, 
you muft look for permanent advantages only 
from that patient and perfevering temper, 
which is the refult of a life of labour. The 
New- 


'New-Englanders are cool, confiderate and 
fenfible ; whilft we are all fire and fury.; like 
their climate, they maintain an equal tempe- 
rature, whereas we cannot fhine, but we 
burn. ‘They have an uniformity and ftabi ity 
of character, to which the people of no other 
{tates have any pretenfions; hence they mutt 
and will always preferve their influence in 
this great empire. ie ere it not for the draw- 
backs and the difz antages, which the influ. 
ence of their =i opinions, on the fubje& 
of government, have on site army, they foon 
might, and probably would, give law to it, 
If General Putnam had the eile of Mr. 
5. A dead or Mr. Adams had his, perhaps 
even at this moment, this had not been fai 
ter of conjecture. But, Putnam is a plain, 
blunt, eitetiohi »g old fellow, whofe views 
reach no farther than the duties of his pro- 
feflion. Heis, indeed, very ignorant; yet, 
I find him a ufeful officer; and chiefly be- 
caufe he neither plagues me nor others, with 
wrangling claims of privileges. I owe him 
too no {mall acknowledgments, for the fair- 


ne{s 
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nefs of his accounts. I could open to you 
fome ftrange fcenes in this way. Some peo-~ 
ple feem to have gotten fuch a habit of cheat~- 
ing government, that, though {ufficiently 
confcientious in other refpects, they really are 
far lefs {crupulous in their manner of charg- 
ing than, I think, becomes them.—But, as 
I have often told you, General Mercer is the 
man, on whom thefe ftates muft reft their 
hopes. ‘The character that one of his coun- 
trymen gave to the pretender, fits him ex- 
aétly ; ‘* He is the moft cautious man I ever 
«¢ faw, not to bea coward; and the bravett, 
“ not to be rafh.” In my, judgment, he is 
not inferior even to General Lee, in mili- 
tary knowledge; and, in almoft every thing 
elfe, he is, infinitely, his fuperior. Yet the 
overbearing virtues of this laft named gen- 
tleman are ufeful to us, efpecially at our 
fetting out: we wanted not the fober, and 
flow deductions of argument and reafon ; 
ke the author of common fenfe, 
has sents perfectly formed to dazzle and 
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conf ound. 
I think 
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I thank you for your care in making the 
remittances you mention to Mefirs, Carey 
and Co. I fincerely with they may arrive 
fafe; asI certainly owe it to them to take 
every ftep in my power to make them eafy, 
There is a pleafure in doing as one ought, in 
little, as well asin great affairs: but, in my 
prefent circumftances, I fhould often want 
this pleafure, were it not for your affectionate 
affiduity, and truly friendly attention. God 
blefs you, my dear friend, for every inftance 
of your care and concern for me! 


I am, &e.° 


G. W. 
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